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A Righteous Anger - Lamentations 2
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Enough is enough. I have had patience with you. I’ve been more than generous.

ST . ROEHBBEA S, A—BHIEFERET .

I’ve given you chances to turn around, to change your behaviour.

RO TR ETGRE, LR HRGIT A,

I don’t like to have to do this, but you need to be disciplined.
FREBIEHM, 216E 22 T4,

I’m sure we’ve all heard or said something like this in the past.

AARAT AT L ATAR IS R ILB AT

When we’ve not listened to our parents, and they’ve pulled out the wooden spoon. Or the
teacher at school has finally had enough of the talking in the back row and so sent students to
the principal.

FRMAATRLEFNFE, RMNLERRIEERT . REFROGZFLALH T HHE
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I know some people who are trying to get their house built, and this is how they feel. They’ve
been generous to one particular person slowing everything down, they’ve been generous and
forgiving and kind — but enough is enough, the house has to be built.

KAoil HEAELES MG 5T, SRR T ., PTH—B4F 2 a9 AR
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I think we understand this mood when it’s us and we’ve tried to be patient for a long time. We
understand it when someone gets fed up us too. But with the parent, and the school teacher, and
even the builder — this statement, enough is enough — is only ever meaningful if there is a
relationship. Parents do this as part of parenting and guiding kids in the right direction.
Teachers have to keep teaching kids, and want them to learn, people building a house want the
builder there!
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But how do we respond when God is the one saying those words, enough is enough? When he
has had patience for generations, when he has called for repentance but no one has listen. What
about when God finally says this sin, this rebellion, enough is enough and he brings swift and
hot justice. How do we respond to seeing God act from anger and bring wrath?
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The Book of Lamentations is poetry expressing the pain and grief of the destruction of
Jerusalem. Chapters 2 shows us a picture of what happens when God finally says enough is
enough, and pours out his righteous anger on those who have rebelled.
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Today we’ll see what happens when God is grieved by sin into action. Despite the pain and
horror of this chapter it only comes about because of relationship.
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Today, as we see God’s wrath poured on, we’ll be reminded just how amazing it is that God
would pour out his wrath on Jesus. Lamentations 2 will help us to see that afresh.

SR, wHRMAZ LFGERMEER T, XMRRE LRy me aifgy
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Today we’ll see the anger and grief of God and then the crying to God.
SR B B A e B Fe A, KRR @R

1. Anger of God _E % 691§ #%

Firstly we see the anger of God. In the first 10 verses there are 2 repeated themes. The theme of
everything being brought down, and the verbs expressing God’s anger.

B, RMAZAOES. £ 105 T, ARBEEHEG -, —wARMITE N A, A
Bk E BRI,

God is the one who built up Jerusalem. He is the one who made them great, to be the place
where he would reside in the temple, he made them beautiful, but he has had enough of their sin
and rebellion and brings it all down. The northern kingdom were judged and were taken by
Assyria. Prophet after prophet, God sent warnings. Stop chasing other gods, thinking that
other’s will keep you safe, protect you, bring you joy. God sent them for generations. But
God’s beloved people, Judah, with Jerusalem the capital, did not listen. So God has had
enough.

Lo A S ARSE A IR — 4, AT E R, AN EELEERPQT, Mk
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Verse 1 hurled down the splendour of Israel from heaven to earth.
F 1A AET 0 EEZ R R IR,
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Torn down the strongholds. Brought the kingdom and princes down to the ground, the
fortifications, the temple, the walls the gates, the people. All the things which protected them
are gone, as if to show that God was the one who was really protecting them, but he is had
enough.

BERE, K EEREMGAM, I, B, WM, 1M, B4, RERFI R GH
BAET, MTRAELRA EFF A ERFEARMGA, 2RLCELHT,

God does so without pity, and full of anger. We cannot just think that Babylon, the enemies that
came in and destroyed Jerusalem were acting alone. God is the one in the glove bringing his
righteous anger to bear.

ERAAHER, @ ELAREREARM . RN EEER AT I, AR I BRI
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The first 10 verses are full of verbs of destruction. Covered with the cloud of his anger, hurled
down their splendour, the lord has swallowed up Jacob, in his wrath torn down, in his anger he
has cut off, withdrawn his right hand, burned Jacob, strung his bow, he has slain, poured out his
wrath like fire.
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Verse 5 sums it up well. The Lord is like an enemy. God the one who used his strong right arm
to protect his people has pulled back the string on the bow to attack. The God who had a pillar
of fire to light the way for Jerusalem has turned his flame to burn his people. The temple is
gone so the people can’t even go and try and make amends.
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This is a series of poetic statements about what it means to face God’s direct, purposeful, and
unflinching judgement. It is terrible. It should shock us.

ERA-FZIMABRE LR EE, ABNRREIBNENETREMEOFERLE. KT
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God is the one who has brought in the sledgehammer. God who was on their side has become
their enemy.

b R R KRR AN — 5, SEAEARTIE A bR T AT R BA

Might feel strange seeing God act in this way. Isn’t he the God of love and compassion? Why
hasn’t he forgiven them? Why does he need to bring destruction?

A B LR BARBCT R R B ik, IR HAERG LR R? AN ETRFRM? &
A E 2 R ?

How do you respond to this angry God? Do you find it uncomfortable to think of God having
very human and fallen feelings like anger? Do you want to forget this part of the bible?
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One of the issues can be our view of emotions. I wonder if we often see emotions as either good
or bad. Happiness, joy, mercy — they’re always good emotions. Anger, wrath, they’re bad and
we need to avoid them.

Hhob — {8 AT 48 R RV E R 0 F k. RS AT FEE SR AT IR,
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But I can be happy about the wrong things and sin. I can be happy at my enemies downfall. |
can be happy when I tell my kids to put away Lego and then they step on it. And we should be
angry at murder, theft, needless waste, children starving. I love the Taken and John Wick
movies. Righteous anger, you have wronged me, and it is good that I’'m angry.

BT AL RO FH A REEIHHE, KTUALBRIBAL S EIHHE, & REFE
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We have a desire for righteous anger in all of us.

KAV AAR B EE R AR

So emotions are neither good or bad in and of themselves, more important is the heart behind
them.

AT SRS SRR, REBGRGEHEM,

It is good of God to be angry. The sins of the people should make him angry.
LR g RAITE . BRI LR

When God is angry and brings about wrathful destruction it’s also controlled. He’s not having a
temper tantrum like a child. It’s careful controlled destruction. Verse 8 says that God stretched
out a measuring line to destroy. Just like God carefully built up Jerusalem, he has carefully
brought about destruction.

w LR AR IR R R BOREE, L F BRI AR Z T IR, EA DS
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He has done it because God takes sin personally. He is in close relationship with his people and
sin grieves him. He has had compassion and mercy for generations. But the people have
continued to sin, and follow other gods, going to them and to other nations for help. God has
finally said enough is enough.

MEHMAR A LELFEEFRBEAGE, LI TEMA T, W EEEEE. g
o APt XA AR i et i . (2 R AMESTIC IR, B HAbAv R, @i flfe LA B K
FRKEH. EREARHT,
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So, when we say that [ don’t like the Wrathful Old Testament God, I want a God who doesn’t
have any anger just love, we are trying to separate to parts of the whole.

Fvh, & APIRALERELY (B4) b, SEZ—EIAEMARAR T EF
i, AR E A A 69 B2 5B R AL b 89— 5

If He was a God who had no anger, and there was no wrath or consequences for sin, no hell, it
would make no sense at all that Jesus would die on the cross. If God doesn’t get angry there is
no need for forgiveness and his love — you would just end up with an uncaring apathetic God.

do RACR — ARG, AR WRRBOAR, AR, RIS eTFRE
HELETR. WREFRER, AATRZLBARYG T —RRSERGFE —EARE
B8 £,

If he isn’t a God capable of both anger and love towards us, wrath and compassion, there is no
need for Jesus to die. Jesus’ death is a costly death, he takes God anger and wrath. He turns it
aside from me, and you to himself. Look what it cost God! His own son.

o RAET A — A2 PR H RAVE R R . H R AR ey L, ARBRIRMRIE AR L 5. B
MO AR —ERERFOR, HARXT EFeHRFLR, iee iy EHR, ok
Hete, HALFAETHEREA! T LT

If we get rid of God’s anger you take away how much he actually loves us.

Jo B RV L e R, ek M H B RA S A EE &R

God’s wrath and anger for our sin shows us how much he trying loves us in Jesus.

R HRMRORBAF R RITEY, RAEIKAZR S F T KM,

It is good news for us today that he cares when we sin. But he also cares enough to deal with it.

FEMCRE, REHM.S, A RERMICGRAEITHE Lo R ML e 2R 32

—
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2. Grief of God _LE % 89&
Sin has grieved God into action. He has brought destruction. His is a God capable of anger and
wrath. But that is not the only picture of how God feels in Lamentations 2.

FALAY B MIRBATE . AR T BB A —{ZRERID R, BEETRE L4
e (FRAIREHD) 2F PR E—F |,

Because of his great love for his people, their destruction grieves him.

WA B A0 AE K69 F, AT 69 ZURAE AL B B AR TR B 0

Jeremiah sees the destruction and has a physical response from grief. Verse 11.

IRAIAA T A, HEGESR AT RE. F 11,

My eyes fail from weeping, I am in torment within, my heart is poured out on the ground,
because my people are destroyed, because children and infants faint in the streets of the
city.
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There is overwhelming grief at what has happened in Jerusalem. The language changes from

3rd person to 1st person. Is it the voice of Jeremiah lamenting the city? Or is Jeremiah speaking

like a prophet the words and feelings of God. I think that this is likely God speaking through his

prophet. Grieving.

IRFBMA B ENFEFESEAELER, BEREABE LS —AHF, RIRARFEE B
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It is an unforgettable part of Lamentations. God’s anger is saturated with God’s grief and
soaked in human and divine tears.

EAARK) PAARSHINy, LFOHEBANT ey, 2RET AR L&
éﬁﬂﬁlﬁo

God weeps because his people are destroyed, even the littlest of them are faint in the streets,
with mothers unable to feed babes in arms.

EHRRiE, HAGTRBABRT, FRAKTLERNG RS 5K, SREIRE
—&E‘%O

God doesn’t regret his actions. Judgement was right to bring because his people had become his
enemy. But it still grieves him in his inmost being. God is not oblivious to the pain that he has
brought. It is as if he sits in the street with those who are weakest and cries with them.

L mRBEIT A, FFIREFEY, BH AN R AT, 1237 KEAM
NSRRI BE. Ef B A SRAAT RIS, AT Fe R IR A A
Fa 1] —A K

He mourned until he was worn out with mourning. Against the tragedy of children lying in the
streets there is nothing else to do at this point against lament.

M b, AEMEREmAHRAE. dHLTRBEHANGER, AE—FLE KRTRXE
AR R 69 ST AR

God has been forced to say enough is enough. But that’s not his usual way of operating with

Jerusalem. He has been generous and merciful. But he has brought this wrath and it is over

swiftly.

J;rr‘%‘ CEMERFT o 123 RAMBIZILAE WA IE T 7 X o—ERIEBAI=R. 12
WRTEHEER, mARRHLERT,

Psalm 30:5 says,
(GFERY 30:5 3%,

For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime;
B4, oA/ B REIRZ M Mg BT - —A Z A

weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.
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God brings swift judgement, but still weeps and grieves because he loves his people.

LR RRRGEH], EMAREREL, BAREAYT K,

Jesus, described as the suffering servant, knew pain and grief. On his way to Jerusalem saw the
city and he wept over it. Luke 19:42

IRER, MIFBAELEHTEFOEA, ERETAEG, LI RBAORE, HFD TER
WA, WAHTCRFE., (Bmigd) 19:42

“If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it
is hidden from your eyes...44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children
within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not
recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”

[fefiraiE B T4l A MARF2NE, RBEFHAARIZRY, ROREER
ok, e & BAEAR, 44 B BIHRARAARZ AN LK, 2N GALTIRG LT —
WEAL, BAGRR B REAEBGEE, |

And in Matthew 23,
i (BXBTY) 23 %,

37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how
often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings, and you were not willing.

37 TERSEHOAT, ARSEBOAM, HRFEME ok, XA GAITANALZEIMRE LR
KGN REL VRBREMG L5, FHREHEDERELABKT, 122AMFRM
REE

Jesus weeps at his friend Lazarus’ death. He grieves before Jerusalem because they would not
listen. They would not come and be gathered to God who would protect them. Instead they
would chase their idols and be destroyed.

HRER M09 IR A A2 PR 69 A T R iz . A DI IR BOA BT R4S, B AR IE. /R R
BRAREACKFNPG LR @AT. AR, HPTE8 B98I AR,

God’s anger towards Jerusalem was warranted, controlled. But it still grieves him. Jesus
coming and seeing the same city, in the same peril. They hadn’t learnt the lesson of exile, and it
grieved God into action. The death of his own son.

LIRSS B R AR B IR, R IR0, BEMARERLG S, IRERRE] B —1E
W, ABHAR—EGLR T . PR R RIRGHI, SR EFEREH LIRR
T3, b AT,

How amazing to have a God who is generous, and patient and good. Who will end pain and
injustice, but one who doesn’t celebrate pain and anger but loves mercy.

H—Az R, AofE R, §LRBERTINLE, TNERTER, W2 EREMG
LR L BANETT.
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3. Crying out to God /%j_E #. & R
Jerusalem looks to everyone else before they turn to God and cry out for help. 3rd point today,
crying out to God.

FRFE A MM B R Z AT G e EA RS, > R9E =5, @A R K,

In verse 13 the question is asked “Who can heal you?”
A5 13 80P, MT AT RAL B aiioe? |

All the people that they would have turned to are shown to not work.
FIT A M AP A SR K B 89 AR A B A

The prophets lied to them and gave them false hope that they could continue to sin and God
would always allow it.

s fIEALMIBGR, & THRMEBROA DL, BARITALEIE, mLwilg sk,

They trusted in their neighbours, but they just scoff as the go past the city that was called the
perfection of beauty.

R AV GG AR, A2H I R R AR R E B A e 0. 2T EIRARIERZ

AR,

Their enemies are ready to devour them.

RoAP] B B 22 i B AT

The Lord is the only one who can heal them, but He is the one who planned his destruction,
taken their strength and brought them low before their enemies.

EAE-T B BRMGA, 12238k, RIMEMG )=, E-MEBRA TR E
JaR 69 AR —A% o

They finally realise that God is the one they need to cry out to. Not to the prophets for false
hope, not their neighbouring countries, but God.

RAIEEA TR D i RAEMTE B P KGR — 1. RRFA EA NI, RREFIGIE,
lﬁlf%_h%o

Verse 18,

% 18 &,

The hearts of the people cry out to the Lord.

HeATE S XK £
You walls of Daughter Zion, let your tears flow like a river day and night;
8L 6 AET, RAAR B R IR IR AT,
give yourself no relief, your eyes no rest.

X;v/%a 647](1\), ”fﬁiﬂ?c‘:f’éﬁ A’&T%&luo
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It is as if the people are starting to realise that their sin is what has grieved God into action. But
he is the one who can help them.

FIFARANT A 46 TR B M09 FRE LR FHORE, 24 2T UH e fiagaii,

There is no promise of hope, no happy ending to this chapter. But Jeremiah calls on the city to
grieve, for their tears to flow like rivers, to cry out to the only one who can help.

AF AR A BNRE, WAR TR R 1BAIRADRFEE ZIRT RN, R
HEQIR/f% /T 016.4"#7]&/111.4, YLJ Wf;_ _T Vx;}ii'ﬁjt‘ 2 ﬂﬁ é’j /\/E&f}’\ °

So whilst there is no specific hope. It’s a turning of their eyes to God. They can’t see the light at
the end of the tunnel yet, but at least they’re looking in the right direction.

PR R AR B 2. BRI IR He Ed, MEAERIEEZRGK, 2
E VAR AT EAEN T @A

Steve said last week that lamenting isn’t just an emotional outburst. Lamenting connects our
hearts to God’s heart. That is what Jeremiah is calling the people of the city to do. Look at their
sin that has caused the downfall of this city and grieve. Connect their heart to the heart of God.

i&%%@w@iﬂﬁ,*%KEE%%%%%%Oﬁ%%&m%@ﬁﬁ%@ﬁgﬁi
Fo BHARIAASBIREIALHMNOE, FARMERZERTHEEHRLER, i
(R RN Nl o PN 2

When I have my sin pointed out, I don’t like it. How easy it is to instead sit in the grief. To hurt
because we’ve been hurt.

RO FHRELF, ALEK, MR, LAEASGVYRSZBEES. £5FF, BAKMLE
WHET .

When our sin is pointed out to feel like the wronged party because we don’t like the painful
reality that we do the wrong thing.

wARMGFHRBELE, BRRRRLTEE, BARMRTRAMBSEFORELT,

This lament takes the painful reality of their sin, God’s wrath as judgement, and helps the city
to begin to understand their role and fault in it, to cry out to God as healer.

BAEREAMMBEZGRERT, LFOEROEH, ¥ WS ERT M4 T e r A
Abey A efastzk, L LRiEAREEE TR,

We need to be quick to turn to God when grieving and lamenting, and not just weep — but weep
in the right direction, to connect our heart to the heart of God.

FMVE BARMEG o R EF R RS KA LS mANEERR S —m A E L
e Rz, ARSI _E GO 482

Sin grieved God into action. We need to be careful we don’t respond by swinging too hard in
one of 2 different directions. We can swing one way thinking that because God was angry at
Jerusalem’s sin and punished them, he will be angry at mine and punish me today. Or we can
swing the other way, thinking that because Jesus died on the cross, taken God’s wrath and
anger, it doesn’t matter what I do. I can just say sorry and move on.
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FAx BB G RBATE . APIAKE @ RIFEZ S, RER KGRI L RERE
L —e RMTAEARA, B & EFHIREMAS G R EBE RIS T M, A
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The good news of the gospel is that God has poured out all his anger and wrath on Jesus. Jesus
has absorbed all of God’s anger and wrath on the cross.

5 B R A C AR PT AT RO e e MRS A TR b, TR TR BT
L B A B A

Seeing God pour out his wrath on Jerusalem here in Lamentations 2 helps us to understand just
how amazing Jesus’ death on the cross is.

fOCRE) 2% b, A5 LA ISR R, B AR IZRIR AT SR LR
A5 E.

On the cross, not just a cloud is covers the sky, but the sun is covered, as Jesus is on the cross.
AETFR, §HKBETETFREY, TRZETEMLT KT, LEMLET K.

He brings his fierce anger against Jesus.
R ARERAS T 3R ZLAY I A

He strung a bow and pointed it not at his people who were rebellious but against his son.

iz bay 5, AARBRGRARNEIE, RAHRGRG LT,

God doesn’t slay the one’s who are sinful and awful, but the one pleasing to the eye, his son
who obeyed and the one in whom he was well pleased.

LA A RAT A, WmAKXAAIR B VAR fe b EAR6 T

God destroyed the temple, and Jesus is the temple, God dwelling with us as a person, God
dwelling with us is destroyed.

MR T BB, IRFLAARER, MWAEAH—BASREMIRME, HAPIRMEN L aaE

o

Verse 17 — God has done what he planned to do. He has fulfilled his word. He brought the
suffering servant to die on the cross. He has poured out his wrath on Jesus. The full destructive
power of God to destroy a nation, exhausted in the cross.

F 17 # - e gt THRPTR A, BRI TG G LG, ELENEARLET TR
Lo L&Ay RMAE AIK S L, ERBR—ERRGEFBRAENE, £TF

RExa2ME.

God wasn’t just angry with a city, but His anger built up over centuries and is dealt with at the
CTOsS.

R TREH - BIRT AR, AR KR LB L AR RELRY, TETFREF
2T R,
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To lose this aspect of God, to lose his anger at our sin and our rebellion, is to lose the beauty
and need for the death of Jesus on the cross.

K AT @, kA RN R R RI IS, IR EIE T TR LA
% RAE %

The good news of the gospel is that we don’t need to be worried or fearful of God. We can
draw close because he has made the way possible. But because of that, we should still care
about our sin.

G OIFHEREMAE 2R SREFWM EF, KMTAREL, HAHREZIERRET
fbo 12 EE4egt, RFUGREZM SRR,

God’s anger and wrath are exhausted at the cross, but it still grieves him. When we choose to
trust anything else, or think that anything else will satisfy grieves God. Just like Judah chasing
other gods, we take the good things that God gives us and shape them into gods. And it still
hurts God. But it doesn’t bring him to pour out anger and wrath on us, that was on Jesus.
LRGERFERETFREEET, B mAiEiiig. & & MEERE LT R
B FY, R EHLAAEFT F At AR AR R LR BB B G, SR K38 18 A AeAY —
%, RMAEAFTHERMGEIFFHRRRERAY. CMAREGE L. 1218 LA AEIEAFER
Fo BB AN £, mALIRKY L,

When we lament, we connect our heart to God’s heart. When we lament over our sin, it can
wake us up from apathy to the sin in our lives.

FAMEEE, ZMBACHOEEFH ML, $AMELATHREREERF, T
PERATE A E b A SR 694 IR P R B R AT A

I’ve heard about one man who had started lamenting over his sin, he said: lamenting has given
a new ability to fight temptation. Lamenting helps us see temptation in new light, not just that it
hurts us, and the loved ones around us, but it also grieves God.

KIERA —BARL LA CHRERE, R [ XERTT ORI RHERFX, |
REHIEMAFORAEHFFR, FERECHEERMPAMBRORA, E€E L
%?\‘E‘{%o

Lament over your sin, that it would need God to pour out all his anger and wrath on his son.
But praise be to God, that he would love us so much to do that.

B RERE, BACEZ LT B A R RS RAE ARG LTS L, B2HEL
o, B e A R AR R
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